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Fig.1 Geographic distribution of 194 stations in Yangtze

river basin and regions to its south
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Fig.5 The three leading modes of the beginning time of Spring drought from EOF analysis together with their time coefficients

(Where circle denotes positive value but triangle for negative value)
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(Where circle denotes positive value but triangle for negative value)
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Abstract Based on 1958—2007 daily precipitation data of 194 sations in the Yangtze River Basin and regions to

its south ,the main features of the droughts are investigated by using the weighted average of precipitation ( WAP)

index. Some basic characteristics,such as the climatology,regional average and long-term trends of WAP index , are

analyzed. The spatial features of both the beginning time of the drought occurrence and the duration of the drought

are studied based on the WAP index. Results show that the precipitation reflected by WAP index exhibits significant

regional and seasonal differences. An increasing trend is found in the precipitation of summer and winter, and the

trends of the drought in both seasons tends to be desreasing. However,the spring and autumn precipitation tends to

be smaller,and the droughts tend to be more frequent. The beginning time and the duration of the drought in both

sring and autumn also exhbit evident spational and seasonal differences.
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